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Dear Bob:-,' 
Esther andi1 are beginning to settle down well enough 

to oatch up on our correspondence, We have been having a 
most interesting time here, meeting hordes of Australian 
genetiafists (most of them not m iorobial)of whom O tto Brankel 
-seems to be the leading figure (as head of plant industry here 
at CSIRO). We had a most i&'ormative symposium yesterday on 
recombination in various viruses, including influenea (Burnet, 
this work is already well known); vaccinia (penner) and - as 
Alex would be interested to hear - tomato sDott.ed wilt (RI Beat, 
from Adelaide). I hne. some reservations about that last story, 
but it is at the lsastprovocat~ve. I am sending a set of ab- 
stracts of the looal meeting by surfaoe ma&Z:. you and Jim and 
Chap' espQdf6fff m ight be interested in various of them. 

While I Sydney, I made a few inquiries about the pigeons, 
espeoia$Jy at the Taronga zoo. They could give liittle direot 
he,lp, as. none of the species were stocked, but referred me 
to some dealers in Sydney and in Brisbane (resp. F.~Pahey, 
W indsor Rd., Sort&mead, I?$@ ! and I Hohnke, 7. Colville Street 
Highgate Hill Jbj!$ S. 11, Brisbane, Q .); I'll have. to write tb 
Bahey, but may get to talk toVHohnke when we visit Brisbane 
next week. 

I gather the birds you want are not bred anywhere& and 
are available only as caught. Om that basis, a price of 
S8 per pair does not seer so unreasonable. Ih+s is about 
$9 eacrh, and in the ran& of price you seemed to consider 
reasonable. The air-freight across the Pacific-.iq a foci- 
dab18 item (ahod $2 per lb. for general aargo, and probably 
more for a speoialty item like liv8,birds). Do let me know ' : :. 
how far you would want the matterpursue& 'Phert, wi-&l be the _ 
matter of export permits, but Professor IIurray (tbolbgy~ 
Sydnefi thinks these could be arranged for a valid scien- 
Cifih nl~rnnna. T SRF~TI~F( wtw man+ hmnrlinc naira- Anvhaw. 
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1  wil l  g e t w h a teve r 'in fo m a tio n  is r e a d +  -ava fclm a b 1 8  'k& t, 
,’ ., ..s. 

m ight  h e l p  you  assess.  th e  s$ tu a tio n . 
i i th bes t rega rds , -  ?  
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